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The 3rd European Youth Work Convention took place digitally between the 7th and 10th December 2020. Hosted by the German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth (BMFSFJ), it follows on from two previous Conventions in Belgium, in 2010 in Ghent and in 2015 in Brussels. Since then, the European Youth Work Conventions have been a major event for the youth work community of practice in Europe. 
At the Convention, countries were represented by National Delegations. The Irish Delegation was comprised of representatives from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY), Léargas, the National Youth Council of Ireland, Foróige, Youth Work Ireland, Tipperary ETB, Spun Out and Maynooth University.
About 1000 representatives of the youth work community of practice from 50 countries all over Europe came together at the Convention, including youth work stakeholders at local, regional, national, and European level. It involved youth workers and youth work organisations, trainers, ministries and civil servants responsible for youth and youth policy, researchers and educators of youth workers, European institutions and National Agencies for the European youth programmes, young people and youth representations. The general objectives of the expert congresses as a central platform for discussing the latest developments in youth work practice and youth policy have been to acquire new insights and transfer knowledge, enhance the visibility of youth work and its value, and promote joint action within the youth work community of practice. The 2nd EYWC identified a common ground of all youth work in Europe and called for a European Youth Work Agenda (EYWA).
The European Youth Work Agenda (EYWA) is intended to be established as a strategic framework for further developing and strengthening youth work policies and practices, and shaping youth work development across Europe by addressing the following aims:
· implementing the European Youth Work Agenda in the Bonn Process as a strategic framework for the development of youth work in Europe.
· establishing youth work as an essential part of youth policies.
· ensuring and expanding the provision of youth work.
· strengthening the common ground of youth work through co-operation within and beyond the youth work community of practice.
· supporting the further development of quality youth work.
· supporting the ability of youth work to tackle emerging challenges and innovate its practices.
· enhancing the promotion and recognition of youth work; and 
· ensuring a strong role for youth work in the new normal.
At the Convention, current challenges and needs of youth work were discussed as well as the framework conditions of quality youth work in Europe. It provided information about the EYWA, helped to shape the content of the EYWA, develop recommendations for the implementation of the EYWA in the coming years, created ideas for activities within the implementation of the EYWA, and launched national processes and measures. It enabled synergies between all stakeholders and levels involved, and created commitment, ownership and co-operation. 
The 3rd EYWC provided guidance and inspiration for implementing the EYWA with a final declaration – a groundwork document by the youth work community of practice, drawn up during the Convention and directly shaped by National Delegations and other Convention participants. 
Key areas addressed in the final declaration include: 
· Youth work provision
· Quality development
· Setting a common direction
· Going beyond the youth work community of practice
· Recognition
· Innovation & emerging challenges
· Policy frameworks
The final declaration can be found here: Resources - European Youth Work Agenda (eywc2020.eu) 
Further information on the Convention and the European Youth Work Agenda can be found here: Convention - European Youth Work Agenda (eywc2020.eu) and here 3rd European Youth Work Convention - YouTube
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