Minister James Lawless TD
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science
52 St Stephen's Green, 
Dublin 2, 
D02 DR67


1st July 2025

Subject: Protecting the Future of Erasmus+ Youth Chapter and the European Solidarity Corps

Dear Minister Lawless,

On behalf of your organisation, I am writing to express my deep concern regarding recent informal discussions at EU level suggesting a potential restructuring of the Erasmus+ programme in the forthcoming Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) proposal, due on 16th July.

We understand that proposals under consideration would see Erasmus+ composed solely of Key Action 1 (KA1), with Key Actions 2 and 3 (KA2 and KA3) transferred to a new Skills Chapter within the Competitiveness Fund. While we recognise the intention to streamline EU programmes, we believe this restructuring would significantly undermine the coherence, accessibility, and impact of Erasmus+ for the youth sector.

We respectfully urge you to raise these concerns at EU level and advocate for the following:

1. Preserve the Coherence and Identity of Erasmus+
The integrated structure of Erasmus+—linking mobility (KA1), cooperation (KA2), and policy (KA3)—is essential to its success. Fragmenting the programme would weaken its strategic coherence and diminish its capacity to deliver on EU youth policy objectives.

2. Safeguard Access and Equity for Youth and Civil Society Organisations
Relocating KA2 and KA3 to a centrally managed Competitiveness Fund risks excluding smaller youth organisations, NGOs, and community actors who lack the capacity to engage in large-scale EU calls. The current decentralised model, supported by National Agencies, ensures accessibility and inclusion.

3. Protect the Role of National Agencies and Local Delivery Structures
National Agencies like Léargas play a vital role in supporting applicants, ensuring national relevance, and promoting inclusion. Removing KA2 and KA3 from their remit would erode this support infrastructure and reduce the programme’s reach and effectiveness.

4. Ensure Strategic and Financial Stability
Annual negotiations for Erasmus+ funding would introduce uncertainty and hinder long-term planning. Youth organisations require predictable funding cycles to build partnerships and deliver meaningful outcomes.

5. Maintain and Strengthen the Youth Chapter and ESC
The youth chapter of Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps (ESC) are critical tools for non-formal learning, civic engagement, and inclusion. We call for:
· The youth chapter to remain a distinct component of Erasmus+ with a dedicated budget line (minimum 15% of the total Erasmus+ budget).
· The ESC to remain an autonomous programme with its own mission and management structure.
· A substantial increase in funding for both programmes in the 2028–2034 MFF.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and to work with your Department to ensure that Ireland continues to champion a coherent, inclusive, and ambitious Erasmus+ programme that meets the needs of all young people.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]


